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 CRmmenWV

WheQ I ZaV a WeeQ, I¶d haYe giYeQ aQ\WhiQg fRU a bRRN OiNe OUdLQaU\ Ha]aUdV. Of cRXUVe, iW hadQ¶W \eW beeQ ZUiWWeQ.
WhaW I did diVcRYeU bacN WheQ ZaV A TUee GURZV LQ BURRNO\Q b\ BeWW\ SPiWh. IQ heU QRYeO, I fRXQd FUaQcie, a
chaUacWeU I UeVRQaWed ZiWh deeSO\. We ZeUeQ¶W Rf Whe VaPe Uace, QRU ZeUe RXU OiYeV a SeUfecW UeSOica, b\ aQ\ VWUeWch.
SWiOO, SPiWh¶V chaUacWeU aQd I bRWh faced WRXgh chaOOeQgeV iQ RXU \RXQg OiYeV, aQd OiNe Pe, FUaQcie NQeZ Whe cRORU Rf
heOO b\ heaUW. BecaXVe Rf heU VWRU\, I NQeZ WhaW I ZaVQ¶W aORQe iQ Whe ZRUOd, aQd NQRZiQg WhaW gaYe Pe VWUeQgWh fRU
P\ RZQ jRXUQe\. ThiV iV Whe SRZeU Rf VWRU\. ThiV iV Zh\ I becaPe a SXUYe\RU Rf VWRU\, P\VeOf.

OYeU Whe cRXUVe Rf P\ ORQg caUeeU, I¶Ye ZUiWWeQ ficWiRQ, QRQficWiRQ, hiVWRUicaO ficWiRQ, aQd SReWU\ RQ a Zide YaUieW\ Rf
VXbjecWV, bXW Whe RQe WhiQg I¶Ye aOZa\V beOieYed iV WhaW Whe ViQgOe PRVW iPSRUWaQW VWRU\ I haYe WR WeOO iV P\
RZQ. OUdLQaU\ Ha]aUdV, P\ PePRiU iQ YeUVe, iV WhaW VWRU\. IW iV a VWRU\ Rf daUNQeVV aQd chiOdhRRd WUaXPa, Rf a
SaUeQW¶V aOcRhROiVP aQd PeQWaO iOOQeVV, Rf Whe VeaP\ Vide Rf fRVWeU caUe, aQd Rf Ve[XaO aVVaXOW. BXW iW iV aOVR a VWRU\
Rf ORYe aQd OighW, Rf faiWh aQd gUace, aQd Rf a \RXQg giUO¶V diVcRYeU\ Rf Whe SRZeU Rf Whe ZUiWWeQ ZRUd.

MiQe iV a VWRU\ Rf WUiXPSh RYeU daUNQeVV, aQd, aV VXch, iV XOWiPaWeO\ a VWRU\
Rf hRSe. The SRVVibiOiW\ Rf SOaQWiQg VeedV Rf hRSe iQ Whe heaUWV aQd PiQdV Rf
\RXQg UeadeUV iV Zh\ I ZURWe OUdLQaU\ Ha]aUdV. AV agRQi]iQg aV iW ZaV WR UiS
RSeQ Whe ZRXQdV Rf PePRU\, I NQeZ WheUe ZeUe \RXQg SeRSOe ZhR Qeeded a
VWRU\ OiNe PiQe²aQd a WUXe VWRU\, aW WhaW. AQd WhRXVaQdV Rf UeadeUV acURVV
Whe cRXQWU\ haYe aOUead\ beeQ iQVSiUed b\ iW. ThiV iV Zh\ I ZaV VWXQQed ZheQ
I OeaUQed WhaW a VchRRO diVWUicW iQ LeaQdeU, Te[aV, had eOecWed WR UePRYe P\
aZaUd-ZiQQiQg PePRiU fURP WheiU cXUUicXOXP.

WhaW???

IW iV RQe WhiQg WR UiS a bRRN fURP \RXU RZQ WeeQ¶V SeUVRQaO OibUaU\, bXW WR
iQWeUfeUe ZiWh eYeU\ RWheU WeeQ¶V acceVV WR WhaW bRRN WhURXghRXW \RXU VchRRO
diVWUicW gReV be\RQd Whe SaOe.

LeaQdeU¶V iVVXe ZiWh OUdLQaU\ Ha]aUdV²aQd JacTXeOiQe WRRdVRQ¶V Red aW
Whe BRQe, aQd LaXUie HaOVe AQdeUVRQ¶V ShRXW, aPRQg RWheU WiWOeV UeceQWO\
UePRYed²iV WhaW WheVe WiWOeV aUe cRQVideUed WR haYe ³iQaSSURSUiaWe cRQWeQW.´
I¶P aVVXPiQg Whe cRQWeQW iQ TXeVWiRQ iQ OUdLQaU\ Ha]aUdV iV difficXOW VXbjecW
PaWWeU, QaPeO\ aOcRhROiVP, Ve[XaO aVVaXOW, aQd PeQWaO iOOQeVV. DifficXOW\,
WhRXgh, iV QR UeaVRQ WR UePRYe a bRRN fURP aQ age-aSSURSUiaWe UeadeU¶V
eaV\ Ueach.

The WUXWh iV, Whe OiYeV Rf PaQ\ WeeQV aUe difficXOW. SRPe aUe hRPeOeVV, RU
haYe SaUeQWV iQ SUiVRQ, RU haYe beeQ bRXQced fURP RQe fRVWeU hRPe WR
aQRWheU²RU aOO Rf Whe abRYe. OWheU WeeQV OiYe, aV I did, iQ hRPeV ZheUe a
SaUeQW ZUeVWOeV ZiWh PeQWaO iOOQeVV RU aOcRhROiVP, RU Pa\ VWUXggOe ZiWh WheVe
iVVXeV WhePVeOYeV. FiQaOO\, WhRXgh \RX Pa\ be XQaZaUe, cRXQWOeVV WeeQV Rf
eYeU\ geQdeU, ViWWiQg iQ high VchRRO cOaVVURRPV UighW QRZ, haYe beeQ



MRUe NeZVOeWWeUV Ve[XaOO\ aVVaXOWed. IV WhiV VXbjecW XQcRPfRUWabOe? AbVROXWeO\. BXW ZUiWiQg
abRXW Whe WRSic iV haUdO\ iQaSSURSUiaWe, eVSeciaOO\ ZheQ iW¶V haQdOed
deOicaWeO\.

CeQVRUV ZiOO fiQd QRWhiQg VaOaciRXV, gUaShic, RU gUaWXiWRXV iQ OUdLQaU\ Ha]aUdV. I VSecificaOO\ chRVe WR ZUiWe P\
PePRiU iQ SReWU\ becaXVe Whe fRUP aOORZV fRU Whe deOicaWe WUeaWPeQW Rf difficXOW cRQWeQW. AV VXch, QR RQe caQ
UeaVRQabO\ chaUge Whe ZUiWiQg iWVeOf Rf beiQg iQaSSURSUiaWe. WheQ iW cRPeV WR Ve[XaO abXVe, ZhaW iV iQaSSURSUiaWe²
QRW WR PeQWiRQ cUiPiQaO²iV Whe abXVe iWVeOf. WUiWiQg abRXW WhaW abXVe iV bRWh aSSURSUiaWe aQd QeceVVaU\. TeeQV
Qeed WR NQRZ WhaW Ve[XaO aVVaXOW iV QRW a VecUeW WR NeeS.

FRU UeadeUV ZhR cRPe WR WhiV PePRiU haYiQg had aQ\ Rf Whe SaUWicXOaU WRXgh e[SeUieQceV I ZUiWe abRXW, WhiV VWRU\
OeWV WheP NQRZ Whe\ aUe QRW aORQe. OWheU UeadeUV eQcRXQWeUiQg OUdLQaU\ Ha]aUdV cRPe aZa\ ZiWh VRPeWhiQg
eTXaOO\ YaOXabOe: Whe NQRZOedge WhaW, ZhaWeYeU chaOOeQgeV Whe\ Pa\ face iQ Oife, Whe\ caQ cRPe RXW RQ Whe RWheU
Vide, aQd QRW RQO\ VXUYiYe, bXW WhUiYe²jXVW aV I did. DR Ze UeaOO\ ZaQW WR UeVWUicW \RXQg SeRSOe¶V acceVV WR a VWRU\
WhaW hROdV RXW WhaW NiQd Rf hRSe?

PeUhaSV VRPe haYe fRUgRWWeQ Whe SXUSRVe aQd SRZeU Rf SWRU\. SWRU\ iV PRUe WhaQ UeSRViWRU\ Rf facW aQd ficWiRQ.
SWRU\ iV SRXOWice, iV VaOYe deVigQed WR PiWigaWe SaiQ aQd VWiPXOaWe Whe heaOiQg Rf ZRXQdV, eVSeciaOO\ WhRVe feVWeUiQg
beQeaWh Whe VXUface XQVeeQ. BXW WhiV PeWicXORXVO\ cUafWed WUeaWPeQW RQO\ ZRUNV ZheQ aSSOied.

NRW eYeU\ VWRU\ iV daUN RU difficXOW, QRU VhRXOd iW be, bXW WhRVe WhaW PRVW RfWeQ iQVSiUe aUe haUd VWRUieV iQ Zhich Whe
SURWagRQiVW WUiXPShV aW Whe eQd. OUdLQaU\ Ha]aUdV: A MePRLU iV VXch a VWRU\, aQd WheUe¶V QRWhiQg iQaSSURSUiaWe
abRXW WhaW.

NLNNL GULPeV LV Whe UecLSLeQW Rf Whe ALAN AZaUd fRU RXWVWaQdLQg cRQWULbXWLRQV WR \RXQg adXOW OLWeUaWXUe, Whe 2017
ChLOdUeQ¶V LLWeUaWXUe Legac\ AZaUd, Whe 2016 VLUgLQLa HaPLOWRQ LLWeUaU\ AZaUd, aQd Whe 2006 NCTE AZaUd fRU
E[ceOOeQce LQ PReWU\ fRU ChLOdUeQ.


